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England Confederation, and its leaders were con-
vinced that the members of the Confederation
were in league to filch away their lands and, by
driving them into the sea, to eliminate the colony
altogether. Plymouth, seeking a better harbor
than that of Plymouth Bay, claimed the eastern
mainland as well as the chief islands, Hog, Co-
nanicut, and Aquidneck; Massachusetts claimed
Pawtuxet, Warwick, and the Narragansett coun-
try generally; while Connecticut wished to push
her eastern boundary as far beyond the Pawcatuck
River (the present boundary) as she might be able
to do. Had each of these colonies made good its
claim, there would have been little left of Rhode
Island, and we do not wonder that the settlers
looked upon themselves as fighting, with their
backs to the sea, for their very existence. Hence
they welcomed the charter with the joy of one
relieved of a great burden, for, though the bound-
ary question remained unsettled, the charter
assured the colony of its right to exist under
royal protection.